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services and contributions to the War had no thought of
" buying " political power after the cessation of the struggle.
The instinct of self-interest and the spirit of loyalty induced
the Princes to rally their forces in aid of the Empire, and they,
too, had no political objective to gain. It is not true that
India's participation in the War won for her a pledge for
" responsible and representative form of government" ;
nor is it correct to label the Act as having contained
a " Jephthah-like " pledge ; or commitments injudiciously
made. The assertion frequently made that the Reforms
were given to India at a time of War fatigue under the
influence of some form of neurosis could not be logically
maintained from what transpired between the Imperial
Government and the Government of India over a period of
three years beginning from 1916.
The true explanation is that the announcement of
August 20, 1917, was made in response to the forces, both
external and internal, that were evolved in India's relation-
ship with Great Britain. And the convergence of these
forces so reacted on Indian politico-economic life as to
convince the Government of India and the British Govern-
ment and people that a new orientation was required. The
most that can be said as regards the influence of the War was
that it may have hastened a little an inevitable change.
The Royal Proclamation, dated December 23, 1919,
which announced the passing of the Government of India
Act, 1919, to the peoples of India, declared why " a definite
step on the road to responsible government " was taken.
The King-Emperor said :
" I have watched with understanding and sympathy
the growing desire of my Indian people for representative
institutions. Starting from small beginnings, this ambition
has steadily strengthened its hold upon the intelligence of
the country. ... In truth, the desire after political responsi-
bility has its source at the roots of the British connection
%with India. It has sprung inevitably from the deeper and
wider studies of human thought and history which, that
3

